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year he complained that anti-Poor Law meetings were converted
into Radical meetings and declared that he would never again
act with Radicalism. ... On the other side, the Chartists were
not less critical of their allies. 'In the hands of a red-hot Tory
like Earl Stanhope, the nephew and admirer of that base and
bloody tool of tyranny, W. Pitt,' wrote the Chartist, ethe anti-
Poor Law agitation becomes nothing more than a trick of faction,
a trick by which the Tories hope to get hold of the places and
salaries of the Whigs with the intention of using their power
when they get it in a much worse manner than the Whigs ever
have or ever can use it.'1
Although the measures advocated in the Charter were purely
political, the ultimate aims of the Chartists were economic. As
their historian Gammage (who was one of them) puts it:
The masses look on the enfranchised classes, whom they behold
reposing on the couch of opulence, and contrast that opulence
with the misery of their own condition. Reasoning from effect
to cause there is no marvel that they arrive at the conclusion
—that their exclusion from political power is the cause of our
social anomalies.
But to avoid confusing the issue they never, as a body, went
beyond the six points, or discussed the economic changes
which they would introduce if they had the power,
The Chartist movement came to grief without having achieved
any of its objects. It was hampered by the imprisonment of
many of its leaders, and it suffered from internal dissensions on
the question of the wisdom of appealing to physical force. But
the chief cause of its collapse was the rise of the Anti-Corn Law
League, which raised an issue as to which the interests of the
middle and working classes were identical The agitation for free
trade, and the rapid improvement in the condition of the wage-
earners after the repeal of the Corn Laws, put an end, for a
time, to the bitterness of the working class against middle-class
politicians.
It was John Bright, himself a middle-class cotton manufac-
turer, and Cobden's colleague in the Anti-Corn Law agitation,
who was the leader in obtaining the vote for urban working
men. He had no personal interest in the extension of the

